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I. PRODUCT DESCRIPTION 

 

Vyapin’s SharePoint Farm Reporter (formerly known as ARK for SharePoint 2010 / 2007) provides you a 

comprehensive SharePoint reporting solution, covering all aspects of Microsoft SharePoint Server 2013, 

Microsoft SharePoint Foundation 2013, Microsoft SharePoint Server 2010, Microsoft SharePoint 

Foundation 2010, Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 & Windows SharePoint Services 3.0 

collaboration platform.  

Our SharePoint reporting software presents insights into events and activities that take place in 

SharePoint farms on a day-to-day basis and collates them as useful information for SharePoint 

Administrators, Site Administrators and Site Content Owners to take action. SharePoint Farm Reporter 

can help you analyse SharePoint farm events and activities from audit, usage, security, policy, & 

configuration changes perspective.  

Using SharePoint Farm Reporter, 

 View more than 90 out-of-the-box SharePoint reports across your server farm. 

 Address your SharePoint internal audit and SharePoint compliance needs such as HIPAA and SOX 

using the Audit & Compliance Reports. The SharePoint audit reports provide SharePoint 

Administrators a meaningful picture of what actions have occurred in SharePoint. 

 Secure your SharePoint infrastructure with the built-in SharePoint Security Reports and take 

complete control. The SharePoint security reports provide a clear picture of how SharePoint 

security is currently configured and the permissions / rights granted for users & groups on various 

objects. 

 Analyse your SharePoint usage and track user activity with the detailed Usage Reports. 

 View and tweak your SharePoint configuration parameters for better control and performance 

using the in-depth Configuration Reports. 

 Enforce internal business process policies to control how information is managed in SharePoint 

using the Policy Reports. 

 Get a detailed inventory information about your SharePoint environment using the Inventory 

Reports. 
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II. SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

SharePoint Farm Reporter must be installed in the web front-end server or application server in the 

SharePoint 2013 / 2010 / 2007 farm.  

SharePoint 2013 farm 

 Processor: Intel Pentium Processor 

 Disk space: Minimum of 20 MB of free disk space 

 Operating System: Windows Server 2012 (or) Windows Server 2008 R2 with .NET Framework 4.5 

with the latest service packs. 

 Software: Microsoft SharePoint Server 2013 (or) Microsoft SharePoint Foundation 2013 

 Database: Microsoft SQL Server 2012 (Enterprise / Standard / Developer / Express edition) (or) 

Microsoft SQL Server 2008 (Enterprise / Standard / Developer / Express edition) or Microsoft 

SQL Server 2005 (Enterprise / Standard / Developer / Express edition) running in local / remote 

computer with latest Service Pack.   

SharePoint 2010 farm 

 Processor: Intel Pentium Processor 

 Disk space: Minimum of 20 MB of free disk space 

 Operating System: Windows Server 2008 with .NET Framework 3.5 with the latest service packs. 

 Software: Microsoft SharePoint Server 2010 (or) Microsoft SharePoint Foundation 2010 with 

latest Service Pack 

 Database: Microsoft SQL Server 2012 (Enterprise / Standard / Developer / Express edition) (or) 

Microsoft SQL Server 2008 (Enterprise / Standard / Developer / Express edition) or Microsoft 

SQL Server 2005 (Enterprise / Standard / Developer / Express edition) running in local / remote 

computer with latest Service Pack.   

SharePoint 2007 farm 

 Processor: Intel Pentium processor 

 Disk space: Minimum of 20 MB of free disk space 

 Operating System: Windows Server 2003 (or) Windows Server 2008 with .NET Framework 3.0 or 

higher with the latest service packs. 

 Software: Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 (or) Windows SharePoint Services 3.0 with 

latest Service Pack 

 Database: Microsoft SQL Server 2012 (Enterprise / Standard / Developer / Express edition) (or) 

Microsoft SQL Server 2008 (Enterprise / Standard / Developer / Express edition) or Microsoft 

SQL Server 2005 (Enterprise / Standard / Developer / Express edition) running in local / remote 

computer with latest Service Pack.   
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III. INSTALLATION STEPS 

The simple setup wizard will guide you through the installation process as shown below:  

Step 1: Once you double click the SharePointFarmReporter.msi, the setup wizard will appear as shown 

as below: 

 

Click Next to proceed. 

Step 2: The Temp Folder Location step will appear as shown below: 
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Provide a temp folder location in which the installer will extract application files related to SharePoint 

Farm Reporter before commencing the product installation. Click Next to proceed.  

Step 3: The SharePoint Version Selection step is shown as below: 

 

In order to install the product, select the appropriate SharePoint version installed on the computer and 

click Next to start installation.  

Step 4: The Welcome step will appear as shown below: 

 

Click Next to proceed.  
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Step 5: SharePoint Farm Reporter product information (Read Me section) will appear as shown below.  

 

Click Next to proceed with the License Agreement.  

Step 6: Click I Agree to accept the terms in the License Agreement screen as shown below. 

 

Click Next to proceed. 
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Step 7:  Then Select Installation Folder step will appear as shown below.  

 

Provide a folder location where SharePoint Farm Reporter application files need to be deployed.  

 

Step 8: Click Next to proceed with the subsequent steps shown below. 
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Step 9: Click Close button to finish the installation and launch SharePoint Farm Reporter from Start 

menu. 
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IV. CONFIGURING APPLICATION 

Once the SharePoint Farm Reporter installation is complete, you must configure a few settings in 

SharePoint Farm Reporter product to enable you to view detailed reports about your SharePoint farm. 

1. Launch the application from Start  All Programs  SharePoint Farm Reporter  SharePoint 

Farm Reporter. 

2. Click Tools  SharePoint Farm Reporter Settings menu in the SharePoint Farm Reporter main 

application window which opens the SharePoint Farm Reporter Settings window as below. 
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1. SQL Server Settings:  

SharePoint Farm Reporter maintains its application database(s) in SQL Server. You can specify any SQL 

Server platform of your choice (SQL Server 2005 and above) and any of its edition (Enterprise / Standard 

/ Developer / Express edition). You need to specify a user account having sufficient privileges to create 

and delete databases in the specified SQL Server instance.  

To connect to SQL Server, SharePoint Farm Reporter uses the relevant user accounts based on the 

authentication mode as listed below:  

Windows Authentication: 

The currently logged on user account will be used to connect to the SQL server for interactive reporting 

whereas the 'Run As' user account will be used for scheduled reporting.  

SQL Authentication: 

Both interactive and scheduled reporting will use the specified SQL login account to connect to the SQL 

server. SharePoint Farm Reporter stores SQL login name and it’s password as a user profile in 'Stored User 

Names and Passwords' applet in a secure manner. 
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Once SQL Server settings is done, SharePoint Farm Reporter will create an application database in the 

specified SQL Server instance and assign the specified user account as the dbowner of the newly created 

database.  

In Windows authentication, it is imperative that the user account who configures the SQL server settings 

will be assigned as dbowner of the application database. No other user can access the newly created 

database unless it is configured further. If any other user need to use the product, you must grant them 

the same dbowner permission on the newly created application database manually using SQL 

Management Studio. 

2. Directory Server Settings: 

SharePoint Farm Reporter uses the Directory Server to retrieve AD information like group membership, 

user information etc. Specify the Global Catalog Server for the Directory Server Name and the 

corresponding user credentials. 

To connect to Directory Server, SharePoint Farm Reporter uses the relevant user accounts based on the 

connect option as listed below:  

Currently logged on user: 

The currently logged on user account will be used to connect to the Directory Server to retrieve AD 

information for interactive reporting whereas the 'Run As' account will be used for scheduled reporting. 

Specific user account: 

The specified user credentials will be used to retrieve AD information for interactive and scheduled 

reporting. SharePoint Farm Reporter stores the user name and password as a user profile in 'Stored User 

Names and Passwords' applet in a secure manner.  
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3. E-Mail Settings: 

SharePoint Farm Reporter requires SMTP Server and an e-mail address to deliver the scheduled reports 

as e-mail attachments to the intended recipients.  
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4. IIS Log Settings: 

The reports like List Visits, Page Visits in SharePoint Farm Reporter extract information from IIS logs. In 

order to generate these reports as expected, please perform the following actions as stated below: 

 Make sure that IIS logging is enabled for all web applications in all front-end web servers. By 

default, IIS Logging is enabled for SharePoint web applications. 

 Ensure that Custom Logging and ODBC Logging are enabled in Windows Features / Roles for the 

computer running SharePoint Farm Reporter. 

 Specify IIS log files directory of every SharePoint WFE servers in SharePoint Farm Reporter as 

illustrated below. 

 

i. Select a front-end web server from the drop-down box and provide its log file directory in UNC 

format (For example, \\<server name>\logs\LogFiles). For this, the IIS log file directory should be 

shared with read permissions.  

ii. If the selected front-end web server is the local server, you can specify the local file path and no 

folder sharing is required. 

iii. Click  button to add the server and log directory to the grid. 
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5. Audit Settings: 

The reports like Audit Deleted Items, Audit Page Visits, etc. uses the SharePoint audit logs to generate 

report. You need to configure the audit settings for every site collections in SharePoint. If you haven’t 

configured the audit settings before, you can configure audit settings within SharePoint Farm Reporter as 

shown below. 

 

6. Change Log Settings:  

A few reports use SharePoint Change Log to generate reports. 

 

How to configure Change Log in SharePoint 2013? You can set the Change Log Retention period for the 

corresponding web application in its resource throttling settings [Central Administration > Application 

Management> Web Application General Settings > Resource Throttling > Change Log] link in SharePoint 

Central Administration site. 

 

How to configure Change Log in SharePoint 2010? You can set the Change Log Retention period for the 

corresponding web application in its resource throttling settings [Central Administration > General 

Settings > Resource Throttling > Change Log] link in SharePoint Central Administration site. 
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You can view the last run time of timer job by clicking on the Change Log job corresponding to the 

destination web application using [Central Administration > Monitoring > Review Job Definitions] link in 

SharePoint Central Administration site. 

You can view the status, progress, start time and server of the Change Log job using [Central 

Administration > Monitoring > Timer Job Status] link in SharePoint Central Administration site.  

 

How to configure Change Log in SharePoint 2007? You can set the Change Log Retention period for the 

corresponding web application [Central Administration > Application Management> Web Application 

General Settings > Change Log] link in SharePoint Central Administration site. 

 

You can view the last run time of timer job by clicking on the Change Log job corresponding to the 

destination web application using [Central Administration > Operations > Timer Job Definitions] link in 

SharePoint Central Administration site.  

 

You can view the status, progress, start time and server of the Change Log job using [Central 

Administration > Operations > Timer Job Status] link in SharePoint Central Administration site. 

7. STS (or) Usage Log Settings: 

The reports like Page Hits, Site Hits, Site Visitors, etc. uses the SharePoint Usage Log to generate reports. 

In SharePoint 2013: Enable the "Usage data collection" and "Health data collection" options in the 

"Configure usage and health data collection" section in SharePoint Central Administration. 

In SharePoint 2010: Enable the "Usage data collection" and "Configure web analytics and health data 

collection" options in the "Configure usage and health data collection" section in SharePoint Central 

Administration. 

In SharePoint 2007: Enable the "Processing Settings" and "Logging Settings" options in Configure Usage 

Analysis Processing in the SharePoint Central Administration. 

 Ensure that Microsoft SharePoint Foundation Usage Data Import and Microsoft SharePoint     

Foundation Usage Data Processing in SharePoint Central Administration are scheduled to run 

periodically. 

 

To find out more about the SharePoint Farm Reporter please click the following - 

http://www.vyapin.com/products/sharepoint-reporting/sharepoint-farm-reporter/sharepoint-

reports.htm 

   

  

http://www.vyapin.com/products/sharepoint-reporting/sharepoint-farm-reporter/sharepoint-reports.htm
http://www.vyapin.com/products/sharepoint-reporting/sharepoint-farm-reporter/sharepoint-reports.htm
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V. UPGRADE SHAREPOINT FARM REPORTER 

The following simple steps explain about how to upgrade your SharePoint Farm Reporter application to 

the latest version while keeping application settings and schedule tasks (also known as Power Reports) 

intact.  

Step 1: Uninstall the existing SharePoint Farm Reporter application using uninstall wizard.  

We insist upon you to use SharePoint Farm Reporter Uninstall Wizard to uninstall the product 

successfully from the SharePoint server and clean-up the worker files (say, Schedule Tasks, User Profiles) 

that were created by the application, if required. In other words, please do not use Control Panel -> 

Programs and Features applet to uninstall the product which may prevent you upgrading the product to 

the latest version.  

a) Launch the uninstall wizard by clicking Start -> Programs -> SharePoint Farm Reporter -> SharePoint 
Farm Reporter Uninstall Wizard. It will be shown as below: 

 

Click Next to proceed. 

b) Select Uninstall SharePoint Farm Reporter application checkbox alone if you wish to keep Power 
Reports tasks, history instances and exported reports. Otherwise, you may consider selecting rest of 
the options as shown below.  
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Click Next to proceed. 

c) Click Finish to commence the uninstall process. 

 

 

Step 2: Download the latest version of SharePoint Farm Reporter application from the site  

<< http://www.vyapin.com >> 

Step 3: Install the downloaded MSI file afresh and start generating reports as before. 

 

 

http://www.vyapin.com/
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Copyright © 2014 Vyapin Software Systems Private Limited. All Rights Reserved.  

 

SharePoint Farm Reporter is a registered trademark of Vyapin Software Systems Private Limited. All other 

registered trademarks or trademarks are property of their respective owners. 

The information in this document is provided in connection with Vyapin’s products.  This document 

contains proprietary information protected by copyright.  No part of this document may be reproduced 

or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and 

recording for any purpose without the written permission of Vyapin Software Systems (P) Limited. 

 

Disclaimer 

Vyapin makes no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the entire 

content of this document. Vyapin reserves the right to make changes to the specifications and product 

descriptions at any time without notice. Vyapin does not make any commitment to update the 

information contained in this document. 

Vyapin assumes no liability whatsoever and disclaims any express, implied or statutory warranty relating 

to its products including, but not limited to, the implied warranty of merchantability, fitness for a 

particular purpose, or non-infringement. Under no circumstances shall Vyapin be liable for any direct, 

indirect, consequential, punitive, special or incidental damages (including, without limitation, damages 

for loss of profits, business interruption or loss of information) arising out of the use or inability to use 

this document, even if Vyapin has been advised of the possibility of such damages. 

 

Contact information 

Website   www.vyapin.com 

Sales    sales@vyapin.com 

Technical Support  support@vyapin.com 
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